PART  II
STRUCTURE,   DISTRIBUTION   AND
DEVELOPMENT  OF  VEGETATION
CHAPTER III
THE UNITS  OF VEGETATION  (PLANT
COMMUNITIES)
SINCE plants are, for the most part, gregarious in their
occurrence, we can never get any deep insight into their
" household affairs " unless we consider them as members
of the communities in which they naturally grow. The
" ideal " method of study might be to investigate each
species separately, tiU we knew in detail its life history,
the methods by which and the rate at which it could spread,
its behaviour under different conditions of climate and soil,
and only when we had obtained this knowledge proceed to
study the species as it existed in communities along with
other species.
This ideal method is, however, quite impracticable. To
obtain anything approaching such a complete knowledge
of the ecology of any one species would mean many years
of observation and experiment entirely devoted to that one
species, and it is a fact that we have not yet approached to
such a knowledge of any single species. It is very much
to be desired that those who have the time, opportunity,
and taste for such detailed and thorough autecological studies
should undertake and carry them through. As a result of
such work we should be in a very much better position to
attack the problems raised by the various plant communities
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